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Bulletin – January 5, 2025

They All Gather Together

Re-Membering the Body Worship Series Week 1

Epiphany of the Lord Sunday


Welcome and Announcements


Opening Prayer


Call to Worship


** P – Pastor   Bold – C: Congregation responds **


P: Family of God, we enter the new year as we ended the last:

    gathered together for worship!

C: We gather to seek, find, and follow the Light. 

P: The prophet Isaiah calls to us from deep in the past: “Arise,

     shine; for your light has come.”

C: We gather to seek, find, and follow the Light. 

P: The magi followed a star to find a small child who is the Light of 

     the world. 

C: We gather to seek, find, and follow the Light. 

P: So, let us receive the call of Isaiah and follow the example of the

     magi as we begin this new year turning our faces to God whose

     glory shows up among us as a vulnerable child, a poor

     carpenter, and a foot-washing servant who is the salvation of

     the world. 

C: We gather to seek, find, and follow the Light today and every

     day.  Amen!


Our Statement of Faith – The Apostles Creed p. 881 UMH


** All to recite in unison **
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;


And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead.


I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen!


The Gloria Patri	 	 	 p. 70 UMH


Glory be to the Father 
and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning,  
is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen.


Opening Hymn –  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

	 	 	 	  p. 103 UMH   vv. 1, 3, & 4


Sharing Our Praises & Prayers


Pastoral Prayer


Offering – Ushers come forward


Doxology	 p. 95 UMH


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 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Praise him above, ye heav’nly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.


Old Testament Lesson – Isaiah 60:1-6 (ESV)

1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of 
the Lord has risen upon you. 2 For behold, darkness shall cover the 
earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon 
you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 3 And nations shall come 
to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.4 Lift up 
your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come 
to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall 
be carried on the hip.5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your 
heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall 
be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels 
of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall 
bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the 
praises of the Lord.


Hymn – Angels we Have Heard on High  p. 238 UMH


New Testament Reading –  Matthew 2:1-12 (ESV)

1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to 
Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 
him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to 
be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is 
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written by the prophet: 6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from 
you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained 
from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them 
to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and 
when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come 
and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their 
way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went 
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with 
great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, 
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold 
and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not 
to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another 
way.

Sermon – They All Gather Together


Holy Communion – Service of Word & Table II


Closing Hymn – What Child Is This  p. 219 UMH


Benediction & Commission

Beloved, go from this place carrying the blessing of the Light who 
has come among so that the love of the Christ child may shine 
within you, casting rays of good news wherever you go. Amen!
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Lectionary Readings for the week beginning January 6, 2025




• We will take down our Christmas decorations tomorrow, January 

6th starting at 9 AM.  All help will be appreciated.


Prayer List


Steve and Lena Gough

All who are serving our country at home and abroad
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• Isaiah 43:1-7

• Psalm 29


• Acts 8:14-17

• Luke 3:15-17, 21-22


Announcements

Church Family 

Wayne Bumgardner

Frank Dalton

Sherry Doub

Frances V. Gough


      Wanda Needham

      Barbara Perryman

      Frances Sisk
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Church Friend / Extended Family 

Tommy Bost

Tammy Seats Boyd

Jimmy & Deborah Branch

Jane Bullin

Leisha Carpenter

Glenna Culler 

Joe Dean

Amanda Doub

Ruby Driver

Mack Edwards

Joanne Everhart

Mary File

Eddie Haire

Garry Harbin 
Kathy Harbin

Lynda Harper


Ronald Howell

Amber Lambert

Jeannette Lanier

Kevin McBride

Kevin McDaniel

Mark Megela

Judy Perdue

Dawn Proctor 

Jay D. Prevette 
Vivian Royal 
Mary Ellen Smith 
Kim Triplette

Mark Wall

Ann Wallace

Robert and Susan Warren

Savannah Wooten


January Birthdays

Tommy Kellam	       1

Payton McBride	       1

Linda Bumgardner	       3

Carolyn McBride	       5

Wanda Needham	       5


         Renee Hunter	               11

         Bonnie Joyner	               24

         Clint Gould	               28

         Dawn Willard	               29



Wesley Covenant Prayer


I am no longer my own, but thine. 
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee, exalted for 
thee,


or brought low for thee. 
Let me be full, let me be empty. 
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 
I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal. 
And now, O glorious and blessed God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, thou art mine, and I am thine. So be 
it.  And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it be ratified 
in heaven.  Amen!


8


